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Principal's Message 

Welcome Back to Term 2 

I would like to welcome all of our families back following the Easter holidays and hope that you had 
an enjoyable break. I would particularly like to welcome the families who have joined our school 
community this term. This is the first newsletter for term 2 and already the term is promising to be 
very busy. Major events include the Interschool Sports, NAPLAN On-Line, Mothers’ Day Stall, 
Athletics practice and trials ready for the carnival in term 3 and Chaplaincy Week.  

COVID 19 – Back to the New Normal 

Just a reminder about the new COVID 19 normal procedures: 

• Parents can enter the school grounds and do not need to sign in. However, please make sure 
that the contact details you have given to the office are up to date to enable contact tracing if 
necessary. 

• All other relatives or visitors must complete a COVID sign in. We now have the new 
Queensland app. 



• Parents can drop students to their designated area/classroom and pick them up from the 
classroom. 

• Parents can not enter the classrooms at this stage unless they are attending a pre-arranged 
parent/teacher interview. 

• The Kiss and Go in the morning will start to phase back in days from next week. 

Anzac Day Ceremony 

Last Friday, we held our ANZAC Day ceremony for students, staff and parents. Students learnt about 
the customs and traditions associated with Anzac Day ceremonies. Our school captains addressed 
the assembly regarding the significance of Anzac Day, Mr Carleton spoke about the value of the 
month “Freedom”, as well as the Ode, Last Post, minutes silence, rouse and the anthems. Students 
from each year level laid a wreath and each student laid a poppy at our ANZAC Day Memorial. My 
thanks to Mrs Sellars for her work with the both the school captains and the choir in their 
presentation of the song “Spirit of the ANZACS”. Thank you to Mrs Lennox for her organisation of the 
ceremony and to the parents and relatives, who attended to support their students and the 
school.  The organisers gratefully received the positive feedback about the ceremony. 



 

Before School Procedures 

Many thanks to all the families who have supported our current before school procedures. These 
procedures are aimed at keeping students safe and ensuring an orderly commencement to the 
school day and the progression of your children to students and then learners as they cross the 
classroom threshold each morning. Just a reminder that these procedures are: 

Before 8.40am – All students are to go the Woodgate Hall. 

After 8.40am – Students arriving at this time can go straight to their year level areas. All student in 
the hall will also be taken to year level areas. 

8.50am – All students will cross the threshold into their classrooms 

Students arriving after 8.50am will need to report to the office for a late note. 

Labour Day 

A reminder about the Labour Day holiday this Monday 3
rd
 May. School is closed on this day. I hope 

that everyone has a wonderful long weekend. 

Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) 

Between May and July this year, our school will be taking part in the Australian Early Development 
Census (AEDC). This is a nationwide census/survey of early childhood development held once every 



three years. The AEDC is an Australian Government initiative run by the Department of Education, 
Skills and Employment and includes all children in their first year of full-time school. 

The AEDC provides vital information to communities about how children are developing in the crucial 
early years. AEDC data is relied upon by schools, early childhood organisations, researchers and 
government to inform planning and improve services and supports for children and families. 

The AEDC Instrument is completed by teachers about children in their first year of full-time school. 
The AEDC is voluntary and is not a school test. The information collected gives a picture of how 
children are developing before they start school in five key areas or domains. It shows what is being 
done well, and what can be improved. This is why it is important for all children in their first year of 
full-time school to be included in the AEDC. 

NAPLAN Online 

 

NAPLAN Information 

Please find information regarding 2021 NAPLAN below. 

naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf 

  

naplan-online-protecting-privacy.pdf 

  

naplan-privacy-notice.pdf 

  

naplan.pdf 

  

Trivia Night 

https://epublisherapp.com/public/js/ckeditor/download.php?shfl=L3Zhci93d3cvaHRtbC9wdWJsaWMvY29tbW9uX2ZvbGRlci9Vc2VyRm9sZGVyTm9fMzAwNC9maWxlcy8yMDIxIE5BUExBTi9uYXBsYW4tb25saW5lLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uLWJyb2NodXJlLWZvci1wYXJlbnRzLWFuZC1jYXJlcnMucGRm
https://epublisherapp.com/public/js/ckeditor/download.php?shfl=L3Zhci93d3cvaHRtbC9wdWJsaWMvY29tbW9uX2ZvbGRlci9Vc2VyRm9sZGVyTm9fMzAwNC9maWxlcy8yMDIxIE5BUExBTi9uYXBsYW4tb25saW5lLXByb3RlY3RpbmctcHJpdmFjeS5wZGY=
https://epublisherapp.com/public/js/ckeditor/download.php?shfl=L3Zhci93d3cvaHRtbC9wdWJsaWMvY29tbW9uX2ZvbGRlci9Vc2VyRm9sZGVyTm9fMzAwNC9maWxlcy8yMDIxIE5BUExBTi9uYXBsYW4tcHJpdmFjeS1ub3RpY2UucGRm
https://epublisherapp.com/public/js/ckeditor/download.php?shfl=L3Zhci93d3cvaHRtbC9wdWJsaWMvY29tbW9uX2ZvbGRlci9Vc2VyRm9sZGVyTm9fMzAwNC9maWxlcy8yMDIxIE5BUExBTi9uYXBsYW4ucGRm


 

  

It’s happening again!!! The date has been set, the theme has been set, so get your thinking caps on 
and get your costumes ready for the best trivia night ever! 

Considering that 2021 is the year of fruit and vegetables the theme is FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD and 
it will be held on the 18th of June! We look forward to another night of fun and fundraising for Gaven 
state school. All monies raised will be put towards updating our playgrounds! 

More details to come! 

Term 2 Assembly Timetable 



 

  

Term 2 Events 

April 28
th
 and 29

th
 -Mother’s Day Stall. All items $5. 



Friday May 14
th
- Dress like a pirate Day (Gold Coin donation) Flyer to come 

Friday May 21
st
- Walk Safely to School Day. More info to come. 

Tuesday 22
nd

 June- Healthy Tuckshop Day. More info to come. 

Gaven State School Events Calendar 

Gaven State School has a website with an events calendar 
that is regularly updated with upcoming events and 

information. Please follow the link below to view our events 
calendar. 

Gaven State School Events Calendar 

Munch Monitor 

https://gavenss.eq.edu.au/Calendarandnews/Eventscalendar/Pages/Eventscalendar.aspx


 

  

Dental Van 



 

School Crossing Rules 

School crossings  

Today a familiar sight around schools is the School Crossing 
Supervisor. Their role in the school community is to ensure 



that the students who cross the road at the children’s 
crossing do so in a safe manner. 

Children crossing flags are displayed near crossings around 
schools before and after school hours when children are 
crossing the road. A children's crossing may be supervised. 

School crossing supervisors use a hand-held stop sign to 
stop traffic and allow children to cross the road safely. 

When the children’s crossing flags are on display, you must 
stop at the stop bars and give way to any to pedestrians on 
or entering the crossing (regardless of whether a crossing 
supervisor is present or not). 

You must wait until all pedestrians have crossed the road 
and the crossing supervisor has returned to the footpath. 

If you need to stop or park (picking up or dropping of 
passengers) your vehicle must be no closer than 20 metres 
on the approach side and 10 metres on the departure side 
of the crossing. These “NO STOPPING” areas are clearly 
marked with a no stopping sign.   

Remember, road safety is everybody’s business. 

Thanks for your assistance. 

Resolving issues respectfully at school 

Please click the link below for information about resolving issues at school. 

resolving-issues-school-fact-sheet.pdf 

  

  

https://epublisher.net.au/public/js/ckeditor/download.php?shfl=L3Zhci93d3cvdmhvc3RzL2VwdWJsaXNoZXIubmV0LmF1L2h0dHBkb2NzL3B1YmxpYy9jb21tb25fZm9sZGVyL1VzZXJGb2xkZXJOb18zMDA0L2ZpbGVzL3Jlc29sdmluZy1pc3N1ZXMtc2Nob29sLWZhY3Qtc2hlZXQucGRm


 

  

Medication at School 

Does your child require medication during school hours? 

If your child requires medication while at school, please ensure you request an Administration of 
medication record sheet from your school’s office. 

You will also need to provide the school with the prescription-labelled medication in the original 
packaging with clear directions for its use. 

For more information visit the Department of Education and Training 
website (http://ppr.det.qld.gov.au/education/management/Pages/Administration-of-Medications-in-
Schools.aspx). 

Gaven State School Facebook Page 

http://ppr.det.qld.gov.au/education/management/Pages/Administration-of-Medications-in-Schools.aspx
http://ppr.det.qld.gov.au/education/management/Pages/Administration-of-Medications-in-Schools.aspx
http://ppr.det.qld.gov.au/education/management/Pages/Administration-of-Medications-in-Schools.aspx
http://ppr.det.qld.gov.au/education/management/Pages/Administration-of-Medications-in-Schools.aspx


 

  

Did you know that Gaven State School has a Facebook page? Please follow the link below and 
"LIKE" our GSS Facebook page to be kept up to date with upcoming events, announcements and 
reminders. 

https://www.facebook.com/gavenss/ 

Our GSS Tuckshop also has a Facebook page for you to like and follow. They regualarly post 
updates and reminders as well as daily specials! Click the link below to "LIKE" and follow the P&C 
Tuckshop Page. 

https://www.facebook.com/GSSTuckshop/ 

SMS Absence Line 

Thank you to those parents who are utilising our SMS absence messaging 
service. This service is a 24 hour service that you can use to advise us of 
an upcoming absence (sick, holiday, Drs appt etc). This is our 
PREFERRED METHOD of advising of an absence. Please see below for 

https://www.facebook.com/gavenss/
https://www.facebook.com/GSSTuckshop/


the information needed when recording an SMS absence. Be sure to 
include ALL INFORMATION. 

CHILD’S NAME & CLASS 

REASON FOR ABSENCE 

DATE/S OF ABSENCE 

EG:         Jo Smith 2C. Sick with tonsillitis 24-26
th
 July. 

The number to text is: 

0418 125 029 

  

If you have not informed the school that your child is absent you will receive a text message. It will 
read as follows: 

Gaven SS records show Joe Smith is absent 23/6/13. Pls reply SMS/MSG student 
name/absence reason/absence date. 

SMS Absence Alerts 

Parents/Caregivers are advised that the school will be using Mobile phone Short Message Service 
(SMS) to send text messages to parents notifying unexplained absence. 

Parents will be informed by mobile phone Short Message System (SMS) each time their child is 
away from school and no explanation of the absence has been provided.  At Gaven State School, 
student attendance is a high priority.  We know that students who attend regularly are more likely to 
be successful. To improve our attendance procedures, we will be informing parents/caregivers about 
any unexplained absences for their child. The school expects parents/caregiver to contact the school 
in advance if they know their child is to be absent.  

An SMS text message will be automatically sent to the mobile phones of parents explaining that our 
records show that your child is absent from school. The message will come from the phone number 
0418 125 029 and read as follows:    

Gaven SS records show Joe Smith is absent 23/6/13. Pls reply SMS/MSG student 
name/absence reason/absence date 

Parents and caregivers with iPhones or Android phones can also benefit by installing School Star, a 
highly secure, easy to use smartphone app. This allows you to receive and reply to important 
messages from the school for free. 

Benefiting You and Your Child 

1. You have the right to know that your child is safe. 

If your child has not arrived at school, you need to know immediately. 

2. Your child deserves the best possible chance of success. 

Regular attendance is a key factor in school success. 



3. You deserve the most responsive delivery system available. 

A text message direct to your mobile phone is fast, effective and discrete. For parents with 
School Star, message delivery is first attempted as a notification through the app. However, if 
the in-app message isn’t opened within a few minutes, the system automatically sends an SMS, 
to ensure that the important message reaches you, no matter what. 

1. You must have immediate notification in times of crisis. 

There may be times when we will need to reach a large number of parents instantly. 

What Parents Must Do 

Gaven State School is taking important steps to benefit your child. This is a shared responsibility, 
and parents must also help the school. 

1. Keep your mobile phone details up to date.Make sure we have your current mobile phone 
number, and notify us immediately if this number changes. 

2. Notify the school in advance when your child is absent (Before 9.00am). If you notify us 
as soon as you know your child will be absent, we will know your child is safe, and will not 
need to contact you. A School Star text message sent to us is the best way to do this. 

3. Respond to messages from the school.If you receive an absence message from us, please 
respond via School Star or return SMS. We need to know why your child is absent. 

4. If you receive a message you believe is an error, please phone the school 

For example if you receive a message and your child was dropped off/sent to school 

If you don’t have a mobile phone...Details of low-cost phone plans ideal for parents who want to 
benefit from the new system are available from mobile phone providers. We will maintain our existing 
contact methods for parents who do not have mobile phones. 

Kiss-n-go 

Please find attached an information pamphlet which outlines the correct procedures for our Kiss’n’Go 
Zone. 

We would like to thank parents for their patience, support and understanding whilst we establish this 
very important safety procedure. 



 

  



 

NEW PAYMENT METHOD for Payment over the phone with Credit Card. 

NEW PAYMENT METHOD for Payment over the phone with Credit Card. 

The school office is no longer able to take credit card details over the phone as this is not Payment 
Card Industry Data Security Standard compliant. 

We can now offer parents the ability to pay invoices over the phone using BPoint IVR (Interactive 
Voice  Response).  

Parents need to have their invoice ready and then call 1300 631 073 and enter their CRN,amount 
and credit card details to complete payment. 

At the end of the call you will be provided with a unique payment receipt number.  

BPoint Instructions 

We would like to draw your attention to BPoint, our preferred method of payment. Once you have 
received an invoice from the school via email you will notice down the bottom the reference to 
BPoint. BPoint payments are allocated directly to the student and the payment will go towards 
that specific activity. 

Please see the link below for detailed step by step instructions. 



 

School Zone Road Rules 



 



 

Student Arrival Times and Attendance 

Student Arrival Times and Attendance 

We have been tracking the attendance rate of students and the large volume of students that have 
been arriving late. Under the Education Act, a child (by law) must attend school each day from start to 
finish. Exclusion from school during the six hours of learning time, should only be for extenuating 



circumstances like illness.Having the day off for their birthday orgoing on a family holiday during the 
school term is not considered an acceptable reason. When these children return from holiday they can 
experience feelings of anxiety and stress about being ‘behind’ the other students. We acknowledge 
that sometimes a ‘one-off’ holiday is unavoidable (for many reasons) however, for those families that 
are doing this on a regular basis, this is impacting upon your child’s learning in more ways than one, as 
we know every day counts! 

What can Parents do to help their children? 

Children must attend school every day, and they must attend from the moment the first bell rings until 
the final bell is rung to dismiss them. Below is a table which outlines just how much schooling a child 
misses when they arrive late to school. It is quite alarming to see how much just 10 minutes a day can 
build up. 

 


